
              The Scholars                   vol. 9 no. 1 
Education is a progressive discovery                                                                                - the 97th issue -                                           The Monthly Newsletter of ISA     
of our own ignorance.   -  Will Durant                                                                      www.isa.edu.ph                                           菲 律 賓 怡 朗 新 華 學 院 通 訊 月 刊  
¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤ 

April 2012 Issue      ¤       Editor: Mr. Debbie Y. Chan       ¤       Layout Editor: Ms. Debbie Y. Chan      ¤      Consultant: Mr. Peter M. Chan 

Onward to a Greater Height  
Facts  and  figures  show  that  the  path 

traversed by  ISA  throughout  the past eight 
years  has  always  been  consistent with  the 
roadmap  set  out  by  its  founders.  That 
explains why ISA’s various accomplishments 
have  always  received  recognition  from  the 
school  board.  The  hard‐earned  status  and 
prestige  ISA  is  able  to  command  in  the 
community  is  the  greatest  reward  the 
school  could  ever  claim.  By  all  indications, 
the  kind  of  quality  education  that  ISA  has 
conscientiously  been  espousing has  gained 
pervasive  acceptance  covering  a  wide 
spectrum of  sectors, be  it  the  government 
and the academe, or the civic organizations 
and  individuals  in  the  community. What  is 
most  significant of all, however,  is  that  ISA 
has  prevailed  in  demonstrating  that  high‐
level  learning  standard  can  be  within  the 
reach of  every  child.  The notion  that high‐
standard learning tasks are reserved for the 
so‐called gifted children has time and again 
been  dismissed  by  ISA’s  instructional  and 
learning  experiences  as  unfounded,  and 
therefore farcical.   

In addition  to  the existing practices,  ISA 
this  year  will  put  forward  several  new 
programs  to  further  enrich  the  learning 
experiences  of  the  children.  Among  the 
more  significant  ones  are  the  computer‐
based  reading  program,  the  full 
implementation  of  the  Chinese  reading 
scheme  (from  grade  5  to  4th  year),  the 
integration of taekwondo, soccer, swimming, 
and  basketball  in  the  P.E.  subject,  and 
making drawing the focus of the art lesson. 

 The  inclusion of basically non‐academic 
programs in the curriculum bespeaks of the 
administration’s confidence on  its ability  to 
manage  its  academic  agenda,  which 
remains  the  core  of  ISA  education.  But  all 
these can easily be dwarfed by a far grander 
project:  the  construction  of  a  three‐storey 
Preschool Activity Center Complex (PACC).    

The  advent  of  K‐12  significantly  alters 
the  country’s  academic  landscape. Keen  to 
perceive the demand of the changing time, 
ISA  President Mr.  Vicente  Tiu  initiated  the 
idea  of  putting  up  a  PACC.  Yet  all  these 
seem  not  grand  enough,  the  creation  of  a 
track  and  soccer  field  and  building  of  a 
swimming pool are also in the offing.  

The  successive  completion  of  these 
learning  facilities  is  undoubtedly  crucial  to 
achieving  of  the  goals  ISA has  set  forth  to 
further upgrade  its  learning quality  and  its 
future expansion. Even  if  ISA  is evidently at 
the threshold of rapid progress, the guiding 
principles  of  the  administration  stay  the 
same: economy, efficiency and excellence.   

8 Chinese Volunteer Facilitators 
Return to Xiamen on 27 March   
Mr. Lin Shiyuan and Mr. Chen Daquan, 

who taught Chinese language at ISA for 3 
years (the maximum duration allowed by 
Hanban 汉办), left Iloilo City for Xiamen 
on 27 March. With them were six other 
volunteers, Li Hongshan, Wang Xiujun, Li 
Yuan, Jiang Qiuyan, Qiu Jianfeng and Chen 
Lou. Ms. Li and Ms. Wang, who taught for 2 
years, signified their intention to return.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

“Today we are  learners  imbued with  ideals, tomorrow 
we will be pillars of the nation”.  ISA high school batch 
2012 at the graduation ceremony held on 25 March.  

 
 
 
 
   

High School English and Chinese Classes valedictorian: 
Ellijah  Erl  Ong,  Emma  Rose  Guanco;  and  Elementary 
English  and  Chinese  classes  valedictorian:  Pauline 
Sharry  Tiu,  Jason  Ryan  Chankingwai,  deliver  their 
valedictory  messages  in  English  and  Mandarin, 
respectively. 

Illijah Erl Ong,  Emma Rose Guanco 
Secondary English, Chinese Valedictorian 

Both having consistently at the top of 
the 4th Year English and Chinese classes, 
respectively, Ellijah Erl Ong and Emma 
Rose Guanco were officially declared 
valedictorian of high school batch 2011-12. 
They were given due recognition during the 
commencement exercises held on 25 March 
2012. As with tradition, Emma delivered her 
valedictory address in Mandarin and Ellijah 
delivered his in English. The two 
topnotchers were common in expressing 
their sincere gratitude for the unique 
education they received under the care of 
their Alma Mater, mentors and parents. Both 
Ellijah and Emma have decided to pursue 
their tertiary courses at Ateneo de Manila 
University (AdMU). Aside from them, there 
are another eight in their batch who were 
also accepted to AdMU and U.P., 
constituting half of the total number of this 
year’s high school graduates.   
Pauline Sharry Tiu,  Jason Ryan Chankingwai 
Elementary English, Chinese Valedictorian 

Consistent honor learners in English 
and Chinese classes, respectively, Pauline 
Sharry Tiu and Jason Ryan Chankingwai 
were declared valedictorians in the 
elementary level of school year 2011-2012.  
ISA Alumnus Liza, Justine to Graduate 
at Jinan, Huaqiao Universities in July 

ISA high school graduates of batch 2008, 
Liza  Chew  and  Justine  Betsy  Aguirre, 
pursued  their  college  courses  at  Jinan 
University  in Guangzhou City,  and Huaqiao 
University  in  Xiamen  City,  respectively, 
major  in Chinese Language Education. Both 
will earn their bachelor of art degree when 
they graduate in July 2012. 

Liza and Justine will join the ISA faculty 
and will  handle  Chinese  language  subjects 
when  they  return  to  the  country  in  the 
middle of July. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Department of Education Region 6 Assistant Director Dr. 
Corazon Brown was  ISA Commencement Speaker. This 
picture  shows  ISA  Board  Vice‐Chairman  Mr.  Venido 
Peña  presents  the  certificate  of  appreciation  to  Dr. 
Brown after she delivers her commencement message. 
DepED Asst. Dir. Corazon Brown was 
ISA 5th HS Commencement Speaker 

ISA  held  its  5th  high  school  and  8th 
elementary  commencement  exercises  at  3 
in  the  afternoon  on  25 March  at  the  ISA 
gym.  Department  of  Education  Region  6 
Assistant Director Dr. Corazon Brown graced 
the  occasion  on  her  capacity  as  the 
commencement  speaker.    She  was  also 
requested to handover the diploma to both 
high  school  and  elementary  English  class 
graduates of batch 2012.  

Aside from encouraging the young high 
school graduates to maintain their drive for 
excellence throughout their college years, in 
her message Dr. Brown  emphasized  to  the 
graduates  the  importance  of  discerning 
what  is  urgent  and  what  is  not,  specially 
with  matters  affecting  their  studies  and 
those  involving  passionate  feelings.  Avoid 
impulsive  decision  making,  instead  they 
have to learn to consider different angles of 
the  issues  before  taking  concrete  action. 
Doubtless,  her  motherly  advice  has  run 
deep  into the consciousness of these soon‐
to‐be college learners.  

ISA directors Venido  Peña, Vina  Jalipa, 
Earlwayne Tan, Enrique Te, Arlene Juantong, 
and Elizabeth Do graced the affair. 

ISA All Set With Summer Workshops  
Science, Photography are Hot Stuffs 
With their objective to liven up the 

summer vacation of the children while 
learning new knowledge and skills, various 
summer workshops opened on 16 April. 
Most of the workshops will end on 18 May. 
Aside from the remedial classes intended for 
learners who need academic reinforcement, 
and some advance lessons such as the 
ISAMath, ISA offers wide variety of lessons 
mostly non-academic in nature, such as 
kindergarten place, key board, drum, 
photography, science ‘Seeing is Believing’, 
and journalism. The two new add-ons are 
taekwondo and football. The 12-day MSA 
college entrance test review will also open 
on 21 May. A culmination presentation will 
be staged on 19 May at the activity center of 
SM City Iloilo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISA has notified the Federation of 
Filipino Chinese Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, the sponsoring organization, of its 
intention to hire 6 volunteers for school year 
2012-2013. 
 

Even  as  they  spent  their  winter 
vacation  last January, both came to ISA and 
discussed  the  subject  matters  they  are 
going to handle with  ISA executive director, 
Mr. Peter M. Chan.  Since  Liza made  ISA as 
the  subject of her  thesis,  she  stayed at  ISA 
for  two  weeks  observing  classes,  and  for 
two  days,  she  underwent  first‐hand 
experience  by  personally  holding  high 
school  classes.  They  maintain  regular 
communication  thru  email  with  Mr.  Chan 
after going back to China.

With its more than 50 enrollees, the 
‘Seeing is Believing’ easily topped the 
demand list in terms of number of 
participants. The 2-session science hands-on 
lessons are handled by ISA science 
facilitators, Ms. Ronella Lapore and Mrs. 
Luwela Padernal. Through the making of 
twenty-five kinds of articles of everyday 
use, like candle, soap, children learn to 
connect scientific concepts and real life with 
ease and fun, the hands-on lessons did draw 
science and technology closer to the 
children, they made the children feel that 
science and technology are not unreachable 
abstracts but in fact can be found in every 
aspect of their life.     
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Editorial               GEAR UP 
Less than three weeks to go and 

learners will again be busy looking for new 
bags, new shoes and other school supplies, 
the school as well is now preoccupied with 
the preparation for the opening of SY 2012-
2013. The Department of Education has 
introduced some reforms in the Philippine 
education, most notably is the K to 12. To be 
more adaptable to those changes and to 
correctly put the program into practice, the 
school never missed sending its facilitators 
to seminars for updates and to upgrade their 
teaching skills. The renovation-expansion of 
the library does not only mean additional 
space but more books and better 
environment to cater to the needs of our 
voracious readers. We have the Scholastic 
International, a world renowned children 
book publisher, to partner us in this 
endeavor. English facilitators were trained 
by the Scholastic reading experts to become 
effective implementers of the SRC and AEP 
program. As the school days are getting 
nearer, facilitators are also doubling their 
time to prepare the needed materials such as 
the concept map which is a replacement of 
the traditional course outline, the checklist 
which encourages learners as well as parents 
to actively participate in the assessment of 
the mastery of the lessons. These are just 
some of the preparations that the school and 
the facilitators are doing in pursuit of better 
quality education that every ISAer deserves. 
Of course, the school is counting on the 
parents to work closely with us in the 
upcoming school year.    
Seeing is Believing: A Science Demo 

ISA  conducted  a  25‐day  of  “Fun‐tastic 
Science  Experiments”  from  16  April  to  19 
May.  Fifty  learners  from  different  grade 
levels were able to perform different hands‐
on activities that opened their minds to the 
applications  of  Science.  This  program  led 
the learners to appreciate Science more and 
gave them  ideas on how and why different 
things happen in a direct and concrete way. 
The  learners  have  come  across  with 
different  experiments  such  as:  candle 
making;  soap  making;  ice  cream  making; 
rocket  making;  frog  dissection;  elephant 
toothpaste;  rapid  color  changing  and  a  lot 
more.  The  said  summer  program  ended 
with a culminating activity at SM City  Iloilo 
on  19 May, where  learners were  grouped 
into six and did experiments such as:  rapid 
color  changing;  elephant  toothpaste; 
electric  circuit;  slime making;  invisible  ink; 
and  rising  balloon  inside  a  bottle.  The 
learners were  able  to  learn  a  lot  from  the 
summer program, and surely will be able to 
apply such to their day‐to‐day life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

Aims  to  provide  ISA with  a  reading  enrichment  program  to 
support  its  reading  curriculum,  and  to  set  up  a  system  of 
assessing  learners’  reading  level  and matching  learners  with 
appropriate books, ISA will introduce the AER, and SRC programs 
in  the new school year. Photo shows  ISA  facilitators attending 
seminar conducted by resource speakers, Ms. Cecile Jacinto and 
Ms. Tina Calderon.    
ISA adopts Scholastic Reading Counts   
Assessment and Enrichment Program 

Scholastic International, through its 
distributor, launches its Assessment and 
Enrichment Program (AEP) in ISA. On 23 
May, under the observation of the  
Scholastic reading program facilitators, ISA 
mentors in a series of demo sessions set in 
motion the Scholastic Phonics Readers  
which will be put into operation on the grade 
levels 1-2 in the elementary, and the Explicit 
Skills Instruction for grades 3 to high school. 

The implementers, with the help of the 
Scholastic team, are trained to apply the 
various reading strategies, managing 
discipline of differentiated learning, working 
and guiding the learners to make sure that no 
one is left behind in the learning process. 

ISA language mentors underwent 
technical training with the Scholastic 
Achievement Manager and the Scholastic 
Reading Counts, which assess learners’ 
reading proficiencies.         

The program aims to provide a 
favorable setting for learners to select 
reading materials, taking into account the 
comprehension levels and interests of each 
child. We have reason to believe that we can 
be closer to ISA’s noble objective of 
producing more avid readers.   Fun-Learning Time for PRESCHOOLers   

A fun-filled summer workshop for 3 to 5 
years old children was held from 16 April to 19 May. 
Little children were taught the basics of reading, 
writing, reciting, singing, dancing and doing arts 
and crafts, all of which have made their summer 
quite exciting and productive. Though, quite a few 
were new to ISA, facilitators were very glad to 
notice that they too enjoyed and had much fun all 
throughout the workshop. A culminating program 
was staged at SM City Iloilo on 19 May. Nursery, 
Kinder I, Kinder II, and Prep learners showed their 
talents in singing, dancing, and speaking in English 
and Chinese. Equipped with hi-tech videos and 
cameras, proud parents and guardians ran to and 
fro documenting the shining moments of their 
children on stage. Indeed, the workshop was not 
only fun but an experience worth treasuring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
The highlight of the summer photography workshop  is 
a photo exhibit held at SM City entitled “FOCUS…  the 
language of our  eyes”.  The week‐long  exhibit opened 
on  19  May.  It  mainly  features  the  outputs  of  the 
learners who participated in the program. Their subject 
presented varies from still life, nature, human interests, 
ancient  architecture  and  many  others.  Parents  who 
enrolled last year in the program were also invited and 
were able to showcase beautiful images taken not only 
in  the  Philippines  but  also  in  other  countries.  It was 
indeed a  fruitful  summer  for  learners who decided  to 
be part of ISA Photography.   

ISA SPECTRUM Debut 
This summer 32 learners from different 

levels enrolled in ISA Photography Program. 
Among them 24 neophytes were introduced 
to the fundamentals of photography: 
learning the technical aspect of their DSLR, 
blend with the formula on how to compose a 
photograph. While 8 learners continued to 
hone their craft by enrolling in the newest 
program: Photography Expedition, where 
they learned the more advanced lessons. 
While weekdays were spent on mastering 
the theoretical aspect of photography and 
doing set up shots, frequent field trips were 
arranged during weekends.  

They did not only learn how to take 
good pictures but also learn to be 
responsible and independent. They also met 
new friends. Photography becomes a new 
part of themselves and they will continue to 
improve on it as what Jed Patrick Go, a soon 
to be freshman student in Ateneo de Manila 
mentioned ‘Photography is my new alphabet 
and I plan to write a novel.’   
Summer is here! Hello to the Musical 

ISA has made it a point to turn summertime 
into an experience worth remembering. It has been 
a school tradition to offer various musical 
workshops during summer vacation. Lessons in 
vocals, piano, guitar, and drums are most welcome 
not only by the ISAers, but also children from other 
schools. After more than a month of training, 15 
learners showcased their talents as they joined the 
2012 Summer Workshop Culminating Activity last 
19 May at SM City Iloilo. Various selections of well 
loved classics and latest hits serenaded the 
audience and mall goers as they witness the awe-
inspiring song numbers of the band and singers. 
The show concluded with a tutti performance of the 
song “The Climb”. Indeed, it was a fun way of 
celebrating summer. 
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Editorial 

ISA’s Glorious 9 Years 
The  advent  of  ISA’s  9th  founding 

anniversary sees  the  ISA‐Board of Directors 
(ISA‐BOD) drawing up a plan  to construct a 
3‐story Preschool Complex  situated next  to 
the  existing  school  building.  For  a  private 
school  to  successively  build  three  edifices 
with a size of not  less than 3000m2 each  in 
two different campuses within a span of less 
than  a  decade,  though  not  a miracle,  is  a 
great  feat  by  any  standard.  The  vigor  that 
propels  ISA  to  its present height may have 
contributed to this major development, but 
the deciding force is invariably the foresight 
of the ISA‐BOD headed by its President, Mr. 
Vicente Tiu, who accurately  interpreted the 
mood of the time that yearns eminently for 
quality education. The ladies and gentlemen 
in the ISA‐BOD keenly perceive the pulse of 
the  people,  they  clearly  discern  the  social 
responsibility that comes with spearheading 
the Samaritan mission of education. 

ISA’s  9  years  confirm  that  the  Iloilo 
Chinese‐Filipino  community,  traditionally 
known as  the hub of erudition and  refined 
culture,  remains  a  society  permeate  with 
charitable  individuals.  Beside  contributing 
financial  resources and efforts,  they go out 
of  their  way  investing  their  time  and 
experiences  to  further  the  cause  of 
education.  They  are  the  mainstay  of  ISA. 
With their presence, ISA will never cease to 
move forward.  

ISA’s  9  years  demonstrate  that  its 
leadership possesses a sharp vision, a clear 
purpose  and  a  firm  conviction.  A  united 
collective imbued with pride. It professes no 
interest  other  than  that  of  the  Chinese‐
Filipino community and the Filipino society, 
in general. Wholeheartedly dedicated to the 
healthy growth of the next generation, their 
act resolute, and the effect significant. 

ISA’s  9  years  proved  that  the  path  it 
has  traversed  and  the  goals  it  has  set  out 
meet  the needs of  the Filipino nation. The 
‘4  highs’,  high  quality,  high  standard,  high 
demand  and  highly  efficient,  are  not  only 
feasible,  but  has  been  widely  affirmed  by 
the  community.  Many  of  ISA’s  graduates 
perform outstandingly in the universities. 

ISA’s  9  years  bring  together  the 
wisdom  and  strength  of  the  community, 
optimizing  the  use  of  existing  human, 
financial  and material  resources, priority  is 
given  to  the  upgrading  of  instructional 
equipment  by  increasing  the  high‐tech 
content,  improving  the  efficiency  of 
classroom interaction.  

ISA’s  9  years  is  an  epitome  of  unity. 
With one heart,  the whole  ISA  community 
moves  the  school  towards  one  defined 
direction.  The  time‐tested  management 
configuration  of  learner‐centered,  facili‐
tator‐led,  administration‐directed,  BOD‐
backed ensures  ISA’s smooth operation and 
harmonious relation among stakeholders.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 
At 10 am on October 6, over the City 

was a vast blue sky peppered with thin 
cotton of white clouds, no more overcast and 
torrential rain as was the case in the past 3 
days. Seems a perfect time for today’s 
inauguration of the school building and the 
ground breaking of the Preschool Complex, 
only to hear the roaring sound of the drum 
matched with the rumbling firecrackers, and 
two Chinese lions dancing to the beat of the 
drum to kickoff the ceremonies. 

Dignitaries who graced the occasion 
were the Chinese Consul General Zhang 
Weiguo, Mayor Jed Patrick Mabilog, Vice 
Mayor Jose Espinosa III and 6 City 
Councilors. The director of the Philippine 
Chinese Education Research Center Ms 
Yang Meimei, DepED Division of Iloilo 
Superintendent Dr. Nery Valerio, leaders of 
the Chinese-Filipino community and heads 
of Chinese-Filipino schools were also 
present. The groundbreaking was held after 
the inauguration of the school building. 

ISA Board executive secretary, Mrs. 
Vina Jalipa, welcomed the guests and 
succinctly recalled the pathway ISA has 
traversed in the past nine years. This was 
followed by a speech of Congressman Jerry 
Treñas, represented by his nephew Mr. Jay 
Treñas. The Chinese Consul General Zhang 
Weiguo, Mayor Jed Patrick Mabilog, ISA 
President Vicente Tiu, Chinese Education 
Research Center director Mrs. Yang Meimei 
and Mr. Jay Treñas cut the ribbon during the 
inauguration of the school building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Exactly at eleven, the ground-breaking 
ceremony of the Preschool Complex started 
with the opening remarks of the ISA 
President, Mr. Vicente Tiu. His message 
gave particular emphasis on what ISA would 
be in the next five years. Besides highly 
praising the achievements attained by ISA in 
a short-span of nine years, Mayor Jed 
Patrick Mabilog, on his part, pointed out 
ISA’s strategic location to be an additional 
selling point for its future development. In 
his congratulatory message, Chinese Consul 
General Zhang Weiguo laid out the laurels 
ISA managed to obtain in the past, and 
wishes the school to attain more 
achievements in the future.  
Assn of Chemical Engineers Sci-Math Match 
Kevinn, Joseph Joshua, Deonysius 2nd  Place  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(left)  Iloilo City Mayor  Jed Patrick Mabilog and Chinese Consul General Zhang Weiguo exchange notes  few moments 
before  the  start of  the  Inauguration of  the  ISA  school building and  the ground breaking  ceremony of  the Preschool 
Complex on 6 October; (right) ISA President Vicente Tiu (4th from left) and ISA directors Enrique Te, Earlwayne Tan and 
Peter M. Chan (6th ‐ 8th from left) pose with some of the invited leaders of the Iloilo Chinese‐Filipino civic organizations.  

ISA’s  9  years  witness  its  steady 
graduation  from  the  start‐up phase  to  the 
maturing  stage.  ISA,  having  successfully 
broke  away  from  the  painful  period  of 
‘crossing  the  river  by  feeling  the  stones’, 
continues to move, now in a more vigorous 
pace, towards the apex of education. 

Officers of  the  ISA Board of Directors lifting  the  ceremonial  shovel during  the  Preschool Complex  ground breaking 
ceremony. The proposed edifice, situated on the 1‐hectare vacant lot of the ISA campus, is the second major structure 
which will house the ISA preschool department, administrative offices, a 200‐seat auditorium, and sports facilities.      

School Building Inauguration and Preschool Complex Ground Breaking Ceremonies Held   

       Thereafter, the guests visited the newly 
renovated library. Mayor Mabilog, specially, 
highly commended the importance given to 
the reading center as manifested in the well-
selected collection of books, and the 
favorable atmosphere anchored on the feel 
and interest of the young learners.

The integrated math and science team 
competition organized by the Philippine 
Institute of Chemical Engineers Iloilo-
Chapter was held on 14 September. 
Representing ISA were seniors Kevinn 
Friedrich Chan, Joseph Joshua Te, and 
junior Deonysius Chiu. ISA and Iloilo 
National High School-Special Science Class 
both started strong and leading all through 
the way to the end to finally place second 
and first, respectively. Iloilo Central 
Commercial High School, another Filipino-
Chinese school traditionally strong in math, 
won third place. Aside from medals and 
certificates, the three ISAers each received 
an award of one thousand pesos cash prize. 
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ISA Games 2013 
Mens sana in corpore sano, a sound 

mind in a healthy body. 
ISA Games was held on 9 November. 

Learners from G1 to Y4 were divided into 4 
teams. Advisers, team leaders together with 
the members enthusiastically worked 
together to come up with impressive cheers 
and yells, and cheer dances. 

The PE division headed by Mr. 
Serapion Garillos prepared games for G4 to 
Y4 such as basketball, football, volleyball, 
and badminton, and for G1 to G3 parlor 
games like sack race, tug of war, relay, and 
the native game kadang kadang.  

The activity will never be complete 
without the awarding ceremony. Green team 
won first place through the leadership of 
Kevinn Friedrich Chan, followed by the 
Blue team led by Karll Lao. Red team with 
Christian Angelo Cabangbang as the team 
leader placed third and the fourth was the 
Yellow team led by Charles Aposaga.  

Brilliant Seminar held at ISA  
Brilliant Creations Publishing sponsored 

a  lecture  seminar  at  ISA  on  10 November.  
Together  with  their  cohorts  of  skilled  and 
ingenuous  speakers,  they  brought  with 
them  their  dedication  and  commitment  to 
develop learning solutions for today's youth.  
Mentors  from  various  public  and  private 
schools of Iloilo city and province came and 
took  the  challenge  of  facing  greater 
altitudes  of  Philippine  education.  
Participants were grouped according  to  the 
topic  of  their  interest  and  needs:  Bringing 
back Care  in Teaching and  Leading by Miss 
Janet R. Argana, School Administration and 
Instructional  Leadership  for  Principals  by 
Mrs.  Tricia  C.  Montinola,  Raising  the  Bar:  
The  Secret  of  High  Performing  Schools  by 
Mr.  Francis  Jasson  Villanueva,  and 
Introduction to Brilliant Creations Publishing 
and K‐12:  A Practitioner’s Perspective  by Dr. 
Enrique F. Coralejo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Literary Voices of the Youth 2013 Staged 
ISA held Literary Voices of the Youth 

on September 13–14 at the gym with this 
year’s theme: Be seen, be heard: Youth 
Participation  in Development. 

This year’s Literary Voices was 
participated in by the selected learners who 
were qualified during the classroom 
elimination held two months prior the 
competition. There were three levels: L1 
(G1-G3), L2 (G4-G6), and L3 (High School).  

The first placers are the following: L1- 
Declamation: Althea Lorrain Servano; Story 
Telling: Arianna Doromal. L2- Declamation:  
Sheirese Sy; Oration: Francis Chua; 
Extemporaneous Speech: Nichol Jalipa; 
Interpretative Reading: Vincent Villanueva. 
L3 - Declamation:  Jemimah Juantong; 
Oration: Charlene Chang; Extemporaneous 
Speech: Kevinn Chan; Oral Interpretation:  
Jemimah Juantong.   

ISAthletes join ISSA Meet 2012 
ISAers must not only perform well 

academically but in sports as well. In the 
ongoing Iloilo Schools Sports Association 
(ISSA) meet, ISAers have shown they can 
perform exceptionally well in sports too. 

ISA elementary basketball team had its 
debut where they competed against the 
prominent teams of Iloilo Central 
Commercial High School and Westbridge. 
On its game against Westbridge, ISA team 
had shown that it has the potential to 
develop into a force to be reckoned with. 
Winning 43 against Westbridge 38 was an 
encouraging start. The adrenaline rush was 
just as superb as the team made a 38- 42 run 
in a game against ICCHS, few points behind. 
Learners were up on their feet chanting, 
boosting the players’ spirit and confidence. 

In badminton, elementary learners were 
able to bag the championship in girls’ 
doubles with Bea Marie Chang and Kathlyn 
Marie Lim, while Kamila Gaye Lao placed 
third in the individual contest last 22-23 
September. In the high school events, Nesan 
Muleta won second place in the boy single. 

Kyle Anderson Coo, Nichol Vince 
Jalipa, Chelsea Coleen Cayabyab, and Pearl 
Zerrha Chiu mercilessly defeated their 
opponents in the table tennis game held in 
Ateneo de Iloilo on 27 September 2012. The 
players won straight in their games 
individually and in the team category.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Grade 6  learner  John Caleb Barlin was one of the 109 
ISAers who took the HSK Level 3, he attained a score of 
246/300. The passing mark for this level is 180. (above) 
The test venue ‐‐ ISA gym. (below)    
2 Succeeding Years of HSK Tests Show  
ISA H.S. Chinese Proficiency 3-5 Level   

The  results  of  the  Chinese  Proficiency 
Test  (HSK)  in  two  consecutive  years  show 
high  school  ISAers’  proficiency  ranges 
between  Levels 3  (L3) and 5  (L5) based on 
the HSK  standard  scale of L1  to L6. Among 
the  58  high  school  examinees,  10  Y1 
learners  failed  to  reach L3,  representing 17% 
of the total high school HSK takers. Taken by 
year,  out  of  12  Y4  takers,  1  reaches  L5,  1 
approaching  L5, 5  L4, 5  approaching  L4.  In 
Y3, 1 rated L5, 4 L4, 3 approaching L4, 7 L3. 
In  Y2,  all  10  examinees  passed  L3.  Among 
the  21  Y1  ISAers,  11  passed  L3,  2 
approaching L3, 8 remain in L2.     

In  the  elementary,  out  of  36  G6 
examinees,  18  managed  to  passed  L3,  5 
approaching L3, 13 remain in L2. Among the 
19  G5 who  passed  L2 with  relatively  high 
scores  last year, 14 passed L3; 18 of the 26 
G5  who  retook  L2  increased  in  scores,  4 
maintain  their  last  year’s  scores.  In G4,  17 
out  of  24  passed  L2.  40  out  of  64  G3 
learners passed L2, 5 approaching L2. In G2 
6  failed  to  reach L1, 3 approaching L1, and 
40  passed  L1.  (Please  see  the  Chinese 
version  of  this  issue  for  a  detailed 
comparison of 2011 and 2012 results.)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 
 
 

 
 

In a close-fight game against ICCHS, ISA
elementary basketball team lost by 4 points.  

Dr.  Enrique  F.  Coralejo,  CEO  of  BC, 
expressed  his  grave  concern  and  quoted: 
“The  Philippines  is  the  only  remaining 
country in Asia with a 10‐year pre‐university 
program.” He  then counseled  the delegates 
to gear up  for another challenging quest  in 
education which is the K‐12 Curriculum. 

Mid-Autumn Dice Games. ISAers  and 
the  facilitators  celebrated  the  traditional 
Chinese Mid‐Autumn Festival in the form of 
dice games at the ISA gym on 28 September. 
It  has  been  the  yearly  practice  for  the 
advisers  and  learners  of  each  class  to 
prepare  prizes  for  the  occasion.  ISA  Board 
and some parents would also donate prizes 
for the dice games of the facilitators. 
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Representing  the  Philippine Chinese  education model 
schools  and  organizations,  ISA  Executive Director, Mr. 
Peter  M.  Chan,  with  the  Vice‐President  of  the 
Philippine  Chinese  Education  Research  Center,  Mr. 
James Wang, and  the Principal of the Chiang Kai Shek 
College, Dr. Bee Ching Ongkinkoc, were in the southern 
Chinese city of Nanning attending a forum organized by 
the Office of the Overseas Chinese Affairs. 
Model Chinese Educ Schools Forum  
Held in the Chinese City of Nanning  

The Office of the Overseas Chinese 
Affairs of the State Council of China hosted 
the first "Overseas Chinese Education 
Model Schools Forum" in Nanning City, the 
capital of Guangxi Autonomous Region, 
from November 27 to 30. 

Officials from the central and provincial 
government, members of the Chinese 
academe were invited to be keynote 
speakers. Almost half of the more than 300 
participants were composed of school 
administrators and leaders of Chinese 
education organizations from other countries. 
ISA Executive Director, Mr. Peter M. Chan, 
attended the forum and contributed his ideas 
during the group discussion. 

During the closing ceremony on 28 
November, a representative from each 
discussion group made a summary report 
putting in a nutshell the pertinent issues 
discussed in the past two days. It was 
unanimously pointed out that Chinese 
education has been thriving in most of the 
countries in the recent years due to the 
global cultural diversification. But it was 
also noted that the difficulty of finding 
qualified teaching and managing personnel 
to further improve the quality and standard 
of overseas Chinese education poses a real 
challenge. Some suggestions put forward, 
such as to enhance the quality instruction of 
overseas Chinese education model schools, 
to ensure the preservation of ethnic Chinese 
culture, social harmony and stability, and 
create conditions to intrinsically motivate 
more competent youth to serve in the 
academe, were generally given serious 
attention. The officials of the Office of the 
Overseas Chinese Affairs encourage the 
Chinese education base institutions to give 
full play to their respective advantages, 
expand channels of cooperation, and to carry 
out various forms of Chinese education 
exchanges and cooperation with foreign 
government. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMC Awarding Ceremony Held  
Seventeen ISAers Received 18 Awards 

The awarding ceremony of the 
Australian Math Competition (AMC), which 
was administered last 2 September, was held 
at the Iloilo Grand Hotel on 2 December.  

Seventeen ISAers from different 
academic levels received eighteen awards in 
this year’s AMC. Two ISAers, Seniors 
Kevinn Friedrich Chan and Grade 6 Alvin 
Lyndon Sy, received Distinction Awards. 
Fifteen ISAers received Credit Awards. 
Kevinn also received the only Prudence 
Award given in Iloilo city. ISA ranked 
second in terms of number of awards 
received in AMC in Iloilo city this year. 
SPED-ISEC garnered the most number of 
awards, a total of 19. 

 AMC is an international competitions 
sponsored by the University of New South 
Wales and the Philippine Board of Studies 
Foundation Inc. ISA was the test venue in 
the Province and City of Iloilo this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
Kevinn Friedrich Chan and Alvin Lyndon Sy receive their 
certificates  of  Distinction  Award  during  the  awarding 
ceremony.  Kevinn  was  also  the  only  awardee  of  the 
Prudence  Award  this  year.  Paul  Brian  Buñi,  a  Junior 
ISAer  this  year,  received  the  same  award  in  the  last 
school year.    

Disney Fantasia  
After  nine  years,  finally,  the  Preschool 

Department was  able  to  come  up with  an 
independent  show  entitled  “Disney 
Fantasia”. Last 5 October, all of the  learners 
were  given  the  chance  to  showcase  their 
talents in acting, singing and dancing. It has 
been  a  big  dream  for  all  the  facilitators, 
parents  and  learners  to  witness  a 
spectacular  event  where  all  of  the  Disney 
characters  will  be  portrayed  by  little  kids 
aging  from  two  to  six years old. Kids  really 
looked  so  cute  with  their  fancy  costumes 
and were amazed with all the colorful lights 
and stage effects. ISA parents were also very 
proud  to  see  their  children  performing  on 
stage with delight.  Indeed, the show ended 
with  a  “big  smile”  on  each  person’s  face 
who witnessed this big show. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

ISA MENTORS’ DAY ‘12 
“A teacher affects eternity:  he can never tell where his 

influence stops.” - Henry Adams 
Last 14 December, Iloilo Scholastic 

Academy with her learners and their parents 
celebrated M··~entors’ Day 2012. It is a 
way of remembering the people who have 
done so much in molding lives. The program 
was spearheaded by the ISA Learners’ 
Council and the ISA Parents’ Association. 
Learners from Grades One to Fourth Year 
prepared heart-warming presentations that 
entertained and delighted their facilitators. 
To make the occasion more memorable, 
facilitators wrote their hopes and dreams on 
balloons and let them fly. Pins with the 
message “teaching is a way of the heart” 
were also given out to each facilitator. At the 
concluding part of the program, special 
recognitions were awarded to selected Pre-
school, Elementary, and High school 
facilitators.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 29 November, the participants were 
treated with a 1-day tour of the historical 
city of Congzuo, several kilometers south of 
Nanning. There they visited the famous 
Friendship Pass along the Sino-Vietnamese 
border; cruising the Youjiang River, they 
were delighted to see the fine scenery on 
both sides of the charming river, and finally 
to personally witness the ancient ‘writings’ 
on the crag which until now remained 
undecoded. The participants left Nanning on 
30 November. 

Christmas Gift-giving. Christmas season is a
season of joy, happiness, and sharing. It is a 
time when we are all thankful for the 
blessings that we received, and we also take 
this opportunity to share our blessings with 
others. Indeed one can truly be happy if one 
has done his/her share in making others 
happy too. Last 15 December the ISAers had 
their 9th Gift Giving program. Learners from 
Pre-school to high school all gave their share 
to help prepare for the said activity. The 
residents of Brgy. San Rafael were the 
chosen recipients of the gifts the ISAers have 
prepared. Seventy five families were able to 
receive gift packs and each child was able to 
receive a toy. High school learners also 
prepared games that really made the families 
enjoyed. The program taught the ISAers that 
there truly is happiness that comes from the 
abundance of generous hearts.  

A great thanks to ISA Board of Directors 
who  decided  to  hire  one  of  the  most 
prominent  dance  groups  in  the  city,  the 
Prima  Galaw,  to  help make  this  activity  a 
successful one.     
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A Glimpse of the Wonders of Ilocos 
October 28 - 31, 2012 the 3rd and 4th 

year ISAers had their educational tour of the 
northern Luzon. The ISAers, together with 
four mentors, experienced an 11-hour north 
bound travel from Manila to Vigan, a 
historic place rich with wonders and 
surprises. The trip was tiring but this was 
quickly forgotten when learners started 
strolling Vigan’s well-preserved streets, a 
national heritage at its finest. 

Everyone was so excited of the 29 
October agenda. After having their 
sumptuous breakfast the group left Hotel 
Salcedo de Vigan. Their first destination was 
the traditional hand weaving shop, where 
some learners have the chance to get hold of 
and actually use the weaving looms. The 
next destination was the hidden garden that 
showcases the exotic and native plants with 
new twist. Learners also visited the Baluarte 
Zoo where some brave learners have the 
chance to hold tiny rodents and a large snake. 
After lunch, the learners have their Callesa 
tour to museums and historical houses 
around the city of Vigan. 

On 30 October, the group visited Ilocos 
Norte. There the learners have a stop in 
Marcos Museum where the late President 
Marcos lay in his Mausoleum. They also 
visited the Paoay Church, considered as one 
of the major attraction sites in Ilocos Norte. 
The learners were also amazed of the scenic 
view when they had a stop at the beachside 
windmills of Ilocos. Before going to 
Pagudpod Resort the they explored the 
Malacanang of the North. 

The three days educational tour that the 
learners enjoyed very much was indeed 
worth remembering. Despite the fact that the 
learners experienced a very long travel 
before they reached those wonders and 
historic places, the pleasant experiences will 
never wither from their memories.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

Prelim Search of 2012-13 OSCI Awardees 
Kevinn Chan Among Top 15 HS Contenders   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 
33rd National Math Quiz Bee  
ISA 1st Place in Division Level  

Again, ISA blazes a new trail in the 
field of Mathematics. On 30 January, 
DepED Iloilo City Division administered the 
33rd National Quiz Bee (Division Level) 
held at Division of Iloilo City Social Hall. 
Contestants from twenty-five private and 
public high schools vied for the prestigious 
championship title in the mathematics 
category of the said quiz bee. However, as 
soon as the contest proper had begun the 
three contenders, two from the Philippine 
Science High School and one from Iloilo 
Scholastic Academy, managed to 
distinguished themselves from the rest by 
pulling their scores way ahead of the others. 
It was indeed a very tight competition 
among the three contenders of the two 
schools. Finally, ISA Senior Kevinn 
Friedrich Chan beat the 2nd and 3rd placers 
from Philippine Science High School by a 
tiny margin.   

Grade 6 Learners’ Recollection 
On 24 September 2012, Grade 6 

ISAers were at Holy Rosary Retreat Center 
to attend a recollection conducted by Sr. 
Fideliz with a theme “Growing F.U.N. 
(Finding Your Note)”. Sr. Fideliz challenged 
the children to think how recollection would 
help them find their note; their purpose in 
life which were integrated in the 3 activities: 
Blessings; 5 Most Damaging Words; and 
Finding My Purpose in Life. 

The learners were divided into 3 
groups with Ms. Cheryl Ammen, Ms. Grazel  
Abunto and Ms. Liza Chew as facilitators. 
In their first activity, learners shared with 
their group the blessings they received and 
how they feel about them. After which they 
visited the graves of the Dominican sisters 
located behind the Recollection Center and 
were asked to reflect how the nuns spent 
their lives serving the Lord.  

Sister Fideliz introduced the Five Most 
Damaging Words in the next activity. This 
made children realize that life is not just 
about fun but has complexities which they 
encounter as they grow. Each learner is 
asked to choose a word and explain how the 
word affects his/her personality. They were 
then guided to a chapel to pray and reflect.  

In the afternoon, parents were invited 
to witness the recollection’s culminating 
activity. The learners delivered lines which 
started with: “Mom/Dad, help me find my 
purpose here on earth…”.  

The recollection allows learners to 
know themselves better and consciously find 
out their purpose in life. They understand 
that growing up may be a bumpy journey 
but they need to move forward and meet 
head on the challenges that cross their path. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YMCA Outstanding Boys and Girls 
ISA Kevinn Chan Given Recognition 

ISA Y4 learner Kevinn Friedrich Chan was 
cited  as one of  the  ten outstanding boys by 
the Young Men’s Christian Association of Iloilo 
(YMCA‐Iloilo  Chapter)  in  its  search  for  the 
Outstanding Boys and Girls in the City and the 
Province of  Iloilo  this year. Earlier  this month 
nominees from various schools went through 
written exams and panel interview. 

The  awarding  ceremony was  held  on  7 
December  at  Iloilo  National  High  School. 
Congressman  Ferjenel  ‘Ferj’  Biron  was  the 
inspirational speaker, and together with Judge 
Severino Aguilar, he presented the certificates 
of  recognition  and  cash  awards  to  all  the 
twenty winners.  
ICAS-Sci  Awarding Ceremony Held  
Five ISA Learners were Recognized 

The awarding ceremonies of the 
International Competitions and Assessments 
for Schools – Science (ACAS-Science) and 
the Australian Math Competition (AMC) 
were held on 2 December 2012 at the Iloilo 
Grand Hotel. 

The five ISAers who received Credit 
Awards in ICAS-Science are: Kevinn 
Friedrich Chan (Y4), Jian Kyle Tiampong 
(G7), Xyanne Alex Andrienne Bocol (G6), 
Alvin Lyndon Sy (G6), and Joshua David 
Terania (G6). 

The recipients of the the AMC awards 
are: 

Distinction Awardees: Kevinn Friedrich 
Chan, and Alvin Lyndon Sy. Kevinn all 
received the Prudence Award. 

Credit Awardees: Joseph Joshua Te (Y4), 
Nesan John Muleta (Y4), Karll Denzel Lao 
(Y4), Christian Angelo Cabangbang (Y4), 
Bena Dorothy Lagunda (Y4), Jean Ceza 
Betalac (Y4), Dionysius Valeen Chiu (Y3), 
Jemimah Anne Juantong (Y3), Shayla Sy 
(G5), Audrey Marie Jamboy (G4), John 
Wallace Chan (G4), Arwin Red de la Cruz 
(G3), Francis Edward Arroyo (G3), Timothy 
Brian Tiu (G3), Mara Theresa Gallego (G3). 
See article about AMC awarding in The 
Scholars December 2012 issue.    

ISA celebrates Christmas 2012 
ISA community  if once again filled with 

the spirit of yuletide season.  ISA celebrated 
Christmas  on  12  December  2012.  The 
learners’ Christmas Parties were held in the 
morning.  The  yearly  exchange  of  gifts  still 
brought  so  much  delight  to  the  children. 
Games added more excitement and fun.  

 
 
 

The Outstanding Student Circle of Iloilo 
(OSCI) announces on its webpage on 6 
December the start of the search for 10 
outstanding elementary and 10 high school 
students of Iloilo for the SY 2012-2013. The 
written exam was scheduled on 23 January. 
ISAers Kathleen Tilos and Kevinn Chan 
represented the school in the elementary and 
high school categories, respectively. Kevinn 
was among the 15 high school finalists who 
will undergo final interview on 13 February.    

In the evening, the ISA Faculty and Staff 
had  their celebration with  the  ISA Board of 
Directors  headed  by  Mr.  Vicente  Tiu.  The 
celebration  ended  with  a  raffle  draw 
sponsored by  the  ISA directors and parents 
after a sumptuous dinner.    
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